Pregnancy-induced acute intestinal infarction in a woman with chronic idiopathic mesenteric vein thrombosis under regular anticoagulation treatment.
We present a case of acute intestinal infarction in a pregnant woman with chronic idiopathic mesenteric vein thrombosis (MVT) under regular anticoagulation treatment. The condition of the 26-year-old woman who was diagnosed with chronic idiopathic MVT after detailed investigation was stable after receiving regular anticoagulation with warfarin. One year later, she presented with a 7-day episode of intermittent epigastric pain. Acute intestinal infarction and concomitant 7-week pregnancy were diagnosed. To preserve her life, a dilation and curettage procedure and emergency laparotomy with bowel resection were performed. Ten days later, she was discharged, having made a good recovery. Although pregnancy was not the primary cause of chronic MVT, it did play a role in inducing the acute intestinal infarction. This case indicates that pregnant patients with known chronic idiopathic MVT should be counseled about the high risk of acute mesenteric thrombosis. This case also serves to remind physicians that there should always be a high level of suspicion of intestinal infarction in patients with an acute abdomen who are in a hypercoagulable state.